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11 October 2018

Registration Management and Evaluation
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority
PO Box 6182 Kingston ACT 2604
Email: enquiries@apvma.gov.au

The NFF appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority (APVMA) consultation on representative crops and extrapolation
principles for risk assessment and data waivers. Australian farmers need a system of chemical
regulation and registration that facilitates the introduction of new chemicals onto the Australian
market in a timely and cost efficient manner. As such, the NFF have been supportive of phase
1 of this project, and continue to support phase 2 of the project.

The NFF recognises that there are initiatives in place in attempt to remedy the lack of incentives
under the current Federal mandatory regulations for minor use permits. The NFF is particularly
supportive of the work of the Agricultural Chemical Access Priorities Forum, which has
resulted in the APVMA, government and industry working together to establish crop groupings
to simplify the registration of minor use chemicals and through migration permits to labels.
This approach provides a legal regulated pathway for producers to gain access to chemicals for
minor use.

The NFF endorses the approach taken by the APVMA on representative crops and
extrapolation principles for risk assessment and data waivers. The NFF also believe that the
format and useability of the table is easily interpreted and will provide sufficient clarity to
applicants looking to register label use patterns by adopting crop grouping and extrapolation
principles.

The strength of the agricultural sector itself underpins the strength of regional communities.
If current rates of approval of agricultural and veterinary chemicals (agvet chemicals) decline,
Australian farmers will be at a disadvantage in the global market place by not being able to
access state-of-the-art agvet chemicals, thus being unable to benefit from the on-farm
productivity and efficiency gains that could be realised by using said chemicals. This is and
remains to be a major concern to the farming/agricultural sector.

NFF member organisations will be providing further commentary on the details of the
consultation paper and we would encourage you to consider these submissions.



The NFF would be available to expand on any of the issues referred to in this submission. In
the first instance queries should be directed to:
Mark Harvey-Sutton (General Manager, Rural Affairs), National Farmers’ Federation

Phone: 02 62695666
Email: mharveysutton@nff.org.au.

Yours sincerely

TONY MAHAR
Chief Executive Officer


