
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability 

collaborations and 

Australian competition law  

A guide for business 
July 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sustainability collaborations and Australian competition law | July 2024 

2 
 

The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) is the voice of 

Australian farmers. 
 
The NFF was established in 1979 as the national peak body representing farmers and more 
broadly, agriculture across Australia. The NFF’s membership comprises all of Australia’s 
major agricultural commodities across the breadth and the length of the supply chain. 
 
Operating under a federated structure, individual farmers join their respective state farm 
organisation and/or national commodity council. These organisations form the NFF. 
 
The NFF represents Australian agriculture on national and foreign policy issues including 
workplace relations, trade, and natural resource management. Our members complement 
this work through the delivery of direct 'grass roots' member services as well as state-
based policy and commodity-specific interests. 
 

NFF Member Organisations 
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26 July 2024 
 
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission  
23 Marcus Clarke St 
Canberra ACT 2601 
 
Via email: exemptions@accc.gov.au 
 
RE: Sustainability collaborations and Australian competition law 
 
The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission 
to this consultation. 
 

NFF Position 
The NFF commend the efforts of the ACCC in supporting businesses to work together and 
achieve positive environmental outcomes from sustainability reporting. We support this 
guideline as a tool to encourage business collaboration on sustainability objectives, 
providing public good and better outcomes for farmers. 
This document presents guidelines for business operating in the increasingly complex 
sustainability reporting environment and we welcome continued improvement to resources 
that aid businesses in navigating their sustainability strategy and implementation efforts. 
 

The Australian Agricultural Sustainability Framework (AASF) 
The Australian Agricultural Sustainability Framework (AASF) has been established to 
articulate and demonstrate the economic, environmental and social sustainability of 
Australian agriculture.  

Stewarded by the NFF with funding from the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, the AASF is a collaboration between industry and government that responds to 
sustainability challenges and aims to shape and influence policy. Unlike commodity-
specific sector specific approaches which focus on on-farm best practices for individual 
commodities, the AASF provides a comprehensive chronicle of sustainability across the 
entire agricultural sector.  

The AASF will provide verified information about agricultural sustainability, drawing on 
national datasets and collaboration with industry specific initiatives. Supported by a 
robust set of themes, criteria and principles, the AASF will aid in answering the ESG 
reporting obligations increasingly demanded by export partners and in international trade 
fora. Complementing the detailed reporting driven by global sustainability frameworks, the 
AASF emphasises the importance of collaboration, innovation, and alignment with global 
sustainability standards to ensure the long-term viability of Australian food and fibre 
production.  
 
The AASF welcomes efforts to encourage collaboration and provide clarity for businesses 
navigating the complex sustainability environment, as it drives efficient solutions to 
sustainability challenges and hopefully provides benefits to individual agricultural 
producers feeling pressure from their supply chain to meet sustainability reporting 
expectations.  
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On-farm reporting requirements  

The AASF aims to reduce the increasing burden of on-farm sustainability reporting 
requirements, providing an efficient solution to the increasing demand for sustainability 
data & reporting.  
We recognise that many businesses are designing bespoke solutions to meet internal 
sustainability goals and reporting requirements. These sustainability reporting expectations 
are ultimately driven by international markets, taking the lead from initiatives such as:  

• The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,  
• The Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures, 
• The Global Reporting Initiative  
• Sustainable Agriculture Initiative Platform   

 
Fear of collaboration or risk of breaching consumer law only drives businesses further to 
designing sustainability reporting solutions that exist in isolation, but ultimately look very 
similar. The cost of this practice will inevitably fall to suppliers, who will in-turn shift this 
burden to individual producers. Without collaboration, we see a substantial risk of 
reporting burden resting with individual producers, when efficient solutions exist to 
prevent this.  
 

Recommendations  
The NFF recommends that businesses should be free and able to negotiate pre-
commercial solutions for collecting complex sustainability information and reporting 
requirements. We do not believe that this constitutes a change in: 

• The price paid for goods or services,  
• Market share or market participation,  
• Customer or supplier relations,  
• In output, or,  
• Bids for tender.  

 
Further to this, we believe that applying for costly exemptions for each pre-commercial 
discussion will discourage businesses from collaborating and creating efficient solutions 
for sustainability reporting.  
 
Should these discussions become formal solutions, then we welcome the recommendation 
to apply for an exemption, on a national basis.  
 

Conclusion 

The NFF thanks the ACCC for the opportunity to provide a submission. Please do not 
hesitate to contact Warwick Ragg, General Manager, Natural Resource Management, via e-
mail: WRagg@nff.org.au at the first instance to progress this discussion. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Tony Mahar 
Chief Executive Officer 

https://tnfd.global/
https://tnfd.global/
mailto:WRagg@nff.org.au
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